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February 10, 2000

Commissioner Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WI Docket No. 97-207:
Calling Party Pays Service Offering in the Commercial Mobile Radio Services

Dear Commissioner Powell:

As a member of ACUTA: the Association of Telecommunications Professionals in Higher
Education, Canisius College has closely followed the Calling party Pays ("CPP") rulemaking
proceeding and strongly supports the positions expressed in ACUTA's comments. Like many
ACUTA members, we are a non-profit educational institution deeply concerned that without
appropriate safeguards, CPP will expose Canisius College to significant financial liability that
would undennine our ongoing effort to provide educational services.

Canisius College currently has over 4,400 students and 875 employees. With an extensive
telecommunications infrastructure accessible to such a large number of student and employee
users, we face the very real threat ofWlControllable, unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from extensions in campus buildings
that are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by the telecommunications department.
Our existing PBXs can easily be programmed to block, or traek call detail for a variety of
calls, such as toll ("1+") calls and calls to pay-per-call services (i.e., calls to "900" numbers),
based on the unique numbering schemes associated with these types ofcalls. For example,
when a student places a long distance call from his/her dormitory room, the PBX recognizes
the 1+ dialing pattem and knows to request an authorization code before completing the call.
This process enables our telecommunications department to bill the individual caller for
hislher toll charges. If a new type of toll call is introduced (in the fonn ofa CPP service) that
does not use the same type ofnumbering scheme as toll calls under the North American
Numbering Plan, our PBX will be unable to identify the call and request the authorization
code we need to bill the toll to the cost-causing party. We agree that verbal notification (0

calling parties is acritical prerequisite to the implementation ofCPP in a way that protects
consumers. But this kind ofnotification by itselfwould not protect our institution from
unauthorized CPP calls. A student or employee can hear the notification, but the institution

C:\My Dot:UItlellts\caIlprty.doc
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""i.ll never be able to bill that student or employee for hislher charges. Without some means to
screen and block calls, it will take very little time for our campus population to learn that
"free" calls can be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will ultimately be borne by
Canisius College. Even a small percentage ofcalls made to CPP nwnbers would have a direct
and immediate impact on our already constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views on how large
institutions might control the level ofunauthorized CPP calls. We have considered the many
options available and have consistently supported the nwnbcring solution advocated by
ACUTA in its written comments and oral presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient,
cost-effective, and administratively simple way to deal with the problem ofunauthorized Cpp
calls is by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("SACs") to CPP
numbers. With very little effort, and at almost no cost, our PBXs could be programmed to
recognize the designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are programmed to
recognize the numbering patterns ofother chargeable calls. The SAC solution would also save
our institution the considerable expense and disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use
with costly, next-generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without identifiable
numbering.

As a non-profit educational institution, we are always concerned when we face the prospect of
uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus, wireless telephones have become
increasingly popular, particularly with students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood of
unrecoverable costs associated with CPP calls is well placed. Given the re-allocation of
financial responsibility caused by CPP, the importance of enabling subscribers to block, or
track CPP calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve the public interest - and
accommodate the needs of educational institutions such as ours - by assigning a unique SAC
to all CPP numbers. We appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our views on this
matter, and we look forward to the successful implementation of CPP in a manner that will
take into accoWlt the needs ofall affected parties.

Sincerely,

2{1rt:pao
Director ofInfonnation Technology Services

cc Mr. Peter A. TenhuJa
Senior Legal Advisor to Conullissioner Powell
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Commissioner Michael K Powell
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 97-207: Calling Party Pays Service Offering in the
Commercial Mobile Radio Services

Dear Commissioner Powell :

As a member of ACUTA: the Association of Telecommunications
Professionals in Higher Education, Northern Illinois University has
closely followed the Calling Party Pays ("CPP") rulemaking proceeding
and strongly supports the positions expressed in ACUTA's comments.
Like many ACUTA members, we are a non-profit educational institution
deeply concerned that without appropriate safeguards. CPP will
expose Northern Illinois University to significant financial liability that
would undermine our ongoing effort to provide educational services.

Northern illinois University currently has over 22.000 students and
3500 employees. With an extensive telecommunications infrastructure
accessible to such a large number of student and employee users, we
face the very real threat of uncontrollable, unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from
extensions in campus buildings that are routed through a centralized
PBX controlled by the telecommunications department. Our existing
PBXs can easily be programmed to block, or track call detail for. a
variety of calls. such as toll ("1 +") calls and calls to pay-per-call
services (i.e., calls to "900" numbers), based on the
unique numbering schemes associated with these types of calls. For
example, when a student places a long distance call from his/her
dormitory room, the PBX recognizes the 1+ dialing pattern and knows
to request an authorization code before completing the call. This
process enables our telecommunications department to bill the
individuaJ caller for his/her toll charges. If a new type of toll
call is introduced (in the form of a CPP service) that does not
use the same type of numbering scheme as toll calJs under the North
American Numbering Plan, our PBX will be unable to identify the call
and request the authorization code we need to bill the toll to the
cost-causing party.

We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a
critical prerequisite to the implementation of CPP in a way that
protects consumers. But this kind of notification by itself would not
protect our institution from unauthorized CPP calls. A student or

Northc..n rIli'l<li$ University is nil Equ:ll 0I'JI'lmmil}'/AlTlrm.lli.." A'lion Imdtution.



SE\T BY:UNIVERSITY ; 2-10- 0; 16:44; NORTHERN ILLINOIS~ 2024182820;# 3/ 3

NORTHERN

T1.T.TNOTS

UNIVERSITY

NIUTEL­
TELECCJUMUNlCATIONS

SERVICEli

DEK"LD. ILLINOIS
60115·2854

(815) 753-J227

FAX
(SJ5) 753·0198

able to bill that student or employee for his/her charges. Without
some means to screen and block calls, it will take very little time
for our campus population to leam that "free" calls can be made to
Cpp numbers, the cost of which will ultimately be borne by Northern
Illinois University. Even a small percentage of calls made to CPP
numbers would have a direct and immediate impact on our already
constrained bUdget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a
range of views on how large institutions might control the level of
unauthorized CPP calls. We have considered the many options
available and have consistenUy supported the numbering solution
advocated by ACUTA in its written comments and oral presentations in
this proceeding. The most efficient, cost-effective, and administratively
simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP
calls is by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes
("SACs") to CPP numbers. With very little effort, and at almost no
cost, our PBXs could be programmed to recognize the designated
CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are programmed to
recognize the numbering patterns of other chargeable calls. The SAC
solution would also save our institution the considerable expense and
disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with costly,
next-generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without
identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational institution, we are always concerned
when we face the prospect of uncertain or uncontrollable external
costs. On our campus, wireless telephones have become increasingly
popular, particularly with students. Thus. our concern about the
likelihood of unrecoverable costs associated with CPP calls is well
placed. Given the re-allocation of financial responsibility caused
by CPP, the importance of enabling subscribers to block, or track. CPP
calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve the pUblic
interest -- and accommodate the needs of educational institutions such
as ours -- by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP numbers. We
appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our views on
this matter, and we look forward to the successful implementation of
CPP in a manner that will take into account the needs of all affected
parties.

Sincerely,

~~f!ka(b
Director, Telecommunications Services
Northern Illinois University

Northern lllil\ois lInJv.r'ity i' ;\•• F"~lIal O"puftullity/Affirmallv. A(lic", T''''lnutiun.
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Commissioner Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 97-207: Calling Party Pays Service

Offering in the Commercial Mobile Radio Services

Dear Commissioner Powell:

P.2

College patk, Maryland 20742
301.405.7700 TEL 301.405.0720 •
wwvv.oit.wnd.cdu

As a member of ACUTA: the Association of Telecommunications Professionals in Higher
Education, the University of Maryland, College Park has closely followed the Calling Party Pays
("CPP") rulemaking proceeding and strongly supports the positions expressed in ACUTA's
comments. Like many ACUTA members, we are a non-profit educational institution deeply
concerned that without appropriate safeguards, CPP will expose the University of Maryland to
significant financial liability that would undermine our ongoing effort to provide educational
services.

The University of Maryland, College Park currently has over 33,000 full time students and 7,000
full and part time employees. With an extensive telecommunications infrastructure accessible to
such a large number of student and employee users, we face the very real threat of
uncontrollable, unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from extensions in campus buildings
that are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by Networking and Telecommunications
Services. Our existing PBXs can easily be programmed to block, or track call detail for, a
variety of calls.. such as toll ("1 +") calls and calls to pay-per-call services (i.e., calls to ''900''
numbers), based on the unique numbering schemes associated with these types of calls. For
example, when a student places a long distance call from hislher dormitory room, the PBX
recognizes the 1+ dialing pattern and knows to request an authorization code before completing
the call. This process enables our department to bill the individual caller for hislher toll charges.
If a new type of toll call is introduced (in the fonn of a CPP service) that does not use the same
type of numbering scheme as toll calls under the North American Numbering Plan, our PBX will
be unable to identify the call and request the authorization code we need to bill the toll to the
cost-causing party.
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We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisite to the implementation
of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But this kind of notification by itself would not protect
our institution from unauthorized CPP calls. A student or employee can hear the notification,
but the institution will never be able to bill that student or employee for hislher charges. Without
some means to screen and block calls, it will take very little time for our campus population to
learn that "free" calls can be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will ultimately be borne by
the University of Maryland. Even a small percentage of calls made to CPP numbers would have
a direct and immediate impact on our already constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views on how large
institutions might control the level of unauthorized CPP calls. We have considered the many
options available and have consistently supported the numbering solution advocated by ACUTA
in its written comments and oral presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient, cost­
effective, and administratively simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP calls is
by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("SACs") to CPP numbers. With
very little effort, and at ahnost no cost, our PBXs could be programmed to recognize the
designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are programmed to recognize the
numbering patterns of other chargeable calls. The SAC solution would also save our institution
the considerable expense and disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with costly, next­
generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational institution, we are always concerned when we face the prospect of
uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus, wireless telephones have become
increasingly popular, particularly with students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood of
unrecoverable costs associated with CPP calls is weD placed. Given the re-allocation of financial
responsibility caused by CPP, the importance of enabling subscribers to block, or track, CPP
calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve the public interest-and accommodate
the needs of educational institutions such as ours-by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP
numbers. We appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our views on this matter, and
we look forward to the successful implementation of CPP in a manner that will take into account
the needs of all affected parties.

Sincerely,

K~
Dorothy Chrismer
Acting Executive Director
Networking and Telecommunications Services
University of Maryland at College Park

cc; Peter A. Tenhula, Senior Legal Advisor to Commissioner PaweD

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Commissioner Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554
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Dear Commissioner Powell:

P.5

College Park, Maryland 20742
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As a member of ACUTA: the Association of Telecommunications Professionals in Higber
Education. the University of Maryland, College Park has closely followed the Calling Party Pays
("CPP") rulemaking proceeding and strongly supports the positions expressed in ACUTA's
comments. Like many ACUTA members, we are a non-profit educational institution deeply
concerned that without appropriate safeguards, CPP will expose the University of Maryland to
significant financial liability that would undermine our ongoing effort to provide educational
services.

The University of Maryland, College Park currently has over 33,000 full time students and 7,000
full and part time employees. With an extensive telecommunications infrastructure accessible to
such a large number of student and employee users, we face the very real threat of
uncontrollable, unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from extensions in campus buildings
that are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by Networking and Telecommunications
Services. Our existing PBXs can easily be programmed to block, or track call detail for, a
variety of calls.. such as toll ("1 +") calls and calls to pay-per-call services (i.e., calls to ''900''
numbers), based on the unique numbering schemes associated with theSe types of calls. For
example, when a student places a long distance call from hislher dormitory room, the PBX
recognizes the 1+ dialing pattern and knows to request an authorization code before completing
the call. This process enables our department to bill the individual caller for hislher toll charges.
If a new type of toll call is introduced (in the form of a CPP service) that does not use the same
type of numbering scheme as toll calls under the North American Numbering Plan, our PBX will
be unable to identify the call and request the authorization code we need to bill the toll to the
cost-causing party.
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We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisite to the implementation
of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But this kind of notification by itself would not protect
our institution from unauthorized CPP calls. A student or employee can hear the notification,
but the institution will never be able to bill that student or employee for hislher charges. Without
some means to screen and block calls, it will take very little time for ou~ campus population to
learn that "free" calls can be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will ultimately be borne by
the University of Maryland. Even a small percentage of calls made to CPP numbers would have
a direct and immediate impact on our already constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views on how large
institutions might control the level of unauthorized CPP calls. We have considered the many
options available and have consistently supported the numbering solution advocated by ACUTA
in its written comments and oral presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient, cost­
effective, and administratively simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP calls is
by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("SACs") to CPP numbers. With
very little effort, and at almost no cost, our PBXs could be programmed to recognize the
designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are programmed to recognize the
numbering patterns of other chargeable calls. The SAC solution would also save our institution
the considerable expense and disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with costly, next­
generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational institution, we are always concerned when we face the prospect of
uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus, wireless telephones have become
increasingly popular, particularly with students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood of
unrecoverable costs associated with CPP calls is well placed. Given the re-allocation of financial
responsibility caused by CPP, the importance of enabling subscribers to ;block, or track, CPP
calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve the public interest-and accommodate
the needs of educational institutions such as ours-by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP
numbers. We appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our views on this matter, and
we look forward to the successful implementation of CPP in a manner that will take into accowlt
the needs of all affected parties.

Sincerely,

k~
Dorothy Chrismer
Acting Executive Director
Networking and Telecommunications Services
University of Maryland at College Park

cc: Peter A. Tenhula, Senior Legal Advisor to Commissioner Powell

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Commissioner Michael K. Powell
FederaJ Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

VIC!:: PRESIDENT fOR

QUAUTY AND

TEomoLOGY
(615) 269-1777

FAX: (615) 269-1809

Re: WI' Docket No. 97-207: Calling pany Pays Service Offering in the Commercial Mobile
Radio Semces

Dear Commissioner Powell:

As a member of ACUTA: the Association ofTelecommunications Professionals in Higher
Education, Lipscomb University has closely followed tlIe Calling Party Pays ("CPP")
rulemaking proceeding and strongly supports me positions expressed in ACUTA's comments.
Like many ACUTA members, we are a non-profit educational institution deeply concerned tlIat
withoul appropriate safeguards, CPP will expose Lipscomb University to significant financial
liabi lity that would undermine our ongoing effort to provide educational services.

Lipscomb University currently ha.... over 4100 students from kindergarten rhrough graduate
school and 500 employees. With an extensive telecommunications infrastrUcture accessible to
such a Iarge number of student and employee users, we face the very real threat of uncontrollable.
unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from extensions in campus
buildings that are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by the Computer Center. Our
existing PBXs can easily be programmed to block. or track call detail for, a variety of calls, such
as toll ("1 +") calls and calls to pay·pcr-call services (i.e., calls to '·900" numbers), based on the
unique numbering schemes associated with these types of calls. For example, when a student
places a long distance call from his/her dormitory room, tlIe PBX recogniz:es the 1+ dialing
pattern and knows to request an authorization code before completing the call. "Ibis process
enables our telecommunications department to bill the individual ca.ller for his/her toll charges­
If a new type of toll call is introduced (in the form of a CPP service) that does not use the same
type of numbering scheme as toll calls under the North American Numbering Plan, our PBX will
be unable to identify the call and request the authorization code we need to bill the toll to the
cost-causing party.

3901 GRANNY WHITE PIKE. NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37204·3951 • (800) .333-4358 • WWW.DI.LI.t::DU
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We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisiTe to the
implementation of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But this kind of notification by itself
would not protect our institution from unauthorized CPP calls. A student or employee can bear
the notification, bur the institution will never be able to bill that student or employee for bislher
charges. Without some means to screen and block calls, it will take very little time for our
campus population to learn that "free" calls Can be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will
ultimately be borne by Lipscomb University. Even a small percentage of calls made to CPP
numbers would have a direct and immediate impact on our already constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views on how
large institutions might control the level of unauthorized CPP calls. We have considered the
many options available and have consistently supported the numbering solution advocated by
ACUTA in its wrinen comments and oral presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient,
cost-effective, and administratively simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP
calls is by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("SACs'") to CPP numbers.
With very little effon, and at almost no cost. our PBXs could be programmed to recognize the
designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are programmed to recognize the
numbering patterns of other chargeable calls. The SAC solution would aJso save our institution
the considerable expense and disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with costly, next­
generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational instirution, we are always concerned when we face the prospect
of uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus, wireless telephones have become
increasingly popular. particularly with students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood of
unrecoverable costs associated with CPP calls is well placed. Given the re-allocation of financial
responsibility caused by CPP, the importance of enabling subscribers to block, or track, cpp
calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve tbe public interest -- and acconunodate
the needs of educational institutions such as ours •• by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP
numbers. We appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our views on this matter, and
we look forward to the successful implementation of CPP in a manner that will take into account
the needs of all affected parties.

Sin~ '4/4
~~,Ph.D.
Vice President for Quality and Technology

cc: Peter A. Tenhula, Senior Legal Advisor to Commissioner Powell
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February 9, 2000

Commissioner Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

VICE PREsIDr-:NT fOR

QU.ALITY AND

TEcHNOLO(;Y

(615) 269·1777

FAX: (615) 269·1809

Re: WT Docket No. 97-207: Calling Party Pays Service Offering in the Commercial Mobile
Radio Services

Dear Commissioner Powell:

As a member of ACUTA: the Association of Telecommunications Professionals in Higher
Education, Lipscomb University has closely followed the Calling Party Pays ("CPP")
rulemaking proceeding and strongly suppoI1S the positions expressed in ACUTA's comments.
Like many ACUTA members, we are a non-profit educational institution deeply concerned that
without appropriate safeguards, CPP will expose Lipscomb University to significant financial
Jiability that would undermine our ongoing effort to provide educational services.

Lipscomb University currently has over 4100 students from kindergarten through graduate
school and 500 employees. With an extensive telecommunications infrastructure accessible to
such a large number of student and employee users, we face the very real threat of uncontrollable,
unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, smdents and employees place telephone calls from extensions in campus
hui Idings that are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by the Computer Center. Our
existing PBXs can easily be programmed to block, or track call detail for, a variety ofcalls, such
as toll (" 1+") calls and calls Lo pay-per-call services (i.e., calls to "900" numbers), based on the
unique numbering schemes associated with these types of calls. For example, when a student
places a long distance call from his/her domritory room, the PBX recognizes the 1+ dialing
pattern and knows to request an authorization code before completing the calL This process
enables our telecommunications department to bill the individual caller for hislher toll charges.
If a new type of toll call is introduced (in the form of a CPP service) that does not use the same
type of numbering scheme a~ toll calls under me North American Numbering Plan, our PBX will
be unable to identify the call and request me authorization code we need to bill the toll to the
cost-causing party.

3901 GRANNY WHITE PIKE. NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37204-3951 • (800) 333-4358 • www.DLU,l!lllJ
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We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisite to the
implementation of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But rhis kind of notification by itself
would not protect our institution from unauthorized CPP calls. A student or employee can hear
the notification, but the institution will never be able to bill that student or employee for hislher
charges. Without some means to screen and block calls, it will take very little time for our
campus population to learn that "free" calls can be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will
ultimately be borne by Lipscomh University. Even a small percentage of calls made to CPP
numbers would have a direct and immediate impact on our already constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views on how
large institutions might control the level of unauthorized cpp calls. We have considered the
many options available and have consistently supported the numbering solution advocated by
ACUTA in its written comments and oral presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient,
cost~ffective.and administratively simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP
calls is by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("'SACs") to CPP numbers.
With very little effort, and at almost no cost, our PBXs could be programmed to recognize the
designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are prograrmned to recognize the
numbering patterns of other chargeable calls. The SAC solution would also save our institution
the considerable expense and disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with costly, nex.t­
generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational instirution, we are always concerned when we face the prospect
of uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus, wireless telephones have become
increasingly popular. particularly with students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood of
unrecoverable costs associar:ed with CPP calls is well placed. Given the re-a1location of financial
responsibility caused by CPP, the importance of enabling subscribers to block. or track, cpp
calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve the public interest - and accommodate
the needs ofeducational institutions such as ours - by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP
numbers. We appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our views on this maner, and
we look forward to the successful implementation of CPP in a manner that will take into account
the needs of all affected panics.

S~h(#
Richard W. Kulp, Ph. D.
Vice President for Quality and Technology

cc: Peter A. Tenhula, Senior Legal Advisor to CoID.Inissioner Powell
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Mr. Michael K. Powell
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street. SW
Washington, DC 20554

SUNSHINE PERIOD

Re: wr Docket No. 97-207: Calling Party Pays Service Offering in the
Commercial Mobile Radio Services

Dear Commissioner Powell:

I am Jerry DeSantis, Interim Vice President of Finance and Administration at
Oswego State University of New York. As a member of ACUTA: the Association
of Telecommunications Professionals in Higher Education, Oswego State has
closely followed the Calling Party Pays ("CPP") rulemaking proceeding and
strongly supports the positions expressed in ACUTA's comments. Like many
ACUTA members, we are a non-profit educational institution deeply concerned
that without appropriate safeguards, CPP will expose our University to significant
financial liability that would undermine our ongoing effort to provide educational
services.

Oswego State University of New York currently has nearly 8.000 students and
1,000 employees. With an extensive telecommunications infrastructure
accessible to such a large number of student and employee users, we face the
very real threat of uncontrollable, unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from extensions in
campus buildings that are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by the
telecommunications department. Our existing PBXs can easily be programmed
to block, or track call detail for, a variety of calls, such as toll ("1 +") calls (Which
will bill for) and calls to pay-per-call services (Le., calls to "900" numbers, which
we block), based on the unique numbering schemes associated with these types
of calls. For example, when a student places a long distance call from his/her
dormitory room, the PBX requests an authorization code before completing the
call. This process enables our telecommunications department to bill the
individual caller for his/her toll charges. If a new type of toll call is introduced (in
the form of a CPP service) that does not use the same type of billing as toll calls
scheme (Le. different rate plans, roaming charges etc.) we will not be able to
accurately rebill the calling party at the time the call is placed. Given the
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transient nature of our students (a normal 25% turnover annually) the caller may
not be part of our system by the time the bill is received on campus. This is
especially true for calls placed near the end of the semester.

We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisite to the
implementation of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But this kind of
notification by itself would not protect our institution from unauthorized CPP calls.
A student or employee can hear the notification, but the institution will never be
able to bill that student or employee for his/her charges. Without some means to
screen and block calls, it will take very little time for our campus population to
learn that "free" calls can be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will
ultimately be borne by Oswego State. Even a small percentage of calls made to
CPP numbers would have a direct and immediate impact on our already
constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views
on how large institutions might control the level of unauthorized CPP calls. We
have considered the many options available and have consistently supported the
numbering solution advocated by ACUTA in its written comments and oral
presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient, cost-effective, and
administratively simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP calls is
by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("SACs") to CPP
numbers. With very little effort, and at almost no cost, our PBXs could be
programmed to recognize the designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way
that they are programmed to recognize the numbering patterns of other
chargeable calls. The SAC solution would also save our institution the
considerable expense and disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with
costly, next-generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without
identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational institution, we are always concerned when we face
the prospect of uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus,
wireless telephones have become increasingly popular, particularly with
students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood of unrecoverable costs
associated with CPP calls is well placed. Given the re-allocation of financial
responsibility caused by CPP, the importance of enabling subscribers to block, or
track, CPP calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve the public
interest -- and accommodate the needs of educational institutions such as ours -­
by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP numbers. We appreciate the opportunity
to offer the Commission our views on this matter, and we look forward to the
successful implementation of CPP in a manner that will take into account the
needs of II an parties.
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February 10, 2000

Commissioner Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission Office
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Fax (202) 418-2820

Re: WT Docket No. 97-207: Calling Party Pays Service Offering in the Commercial Mobile Radio
Services.

Dear Commissioner Powell,

As a member of ACUTA: The Association of Telecommunications Professionals in Higher
Education, Illinois College ofOptometry has closely followed the Calling Party Pays e'Cpp") ndemaking
proceeding and strongly supports the positions expressed in ACUfA's comments. Like many ACUfA
members, we are a non-profit educational institution deeply concerned that without appropriate safeguards,
CPP will expose Illinois College of Optometry to significant financial liability that would undermine our
ongoing effort to provide educational services.

Illinois CoIlege of Optometry currently has over 600 students and 200 employees. With an
extensive telecommunications infrastructure accessible to such a large number of student and employee
users, we face the very real threat of uncontrollable, unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, smdents and employees place telephone calls from extensions in campus buildings that
are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by the telecommunicatioDS department Our existing PBXs
can easily be programmed to block, or track call detail for, a variety ofcalls, such as toll ("I+") calls and
calls to pay-per-call services (i.e., calls to ''900'' numbers), based on the unique numbering schemes
associated with these types of calls. For example, when a student places a long distance call from his/her
dormitory room, the PBX recognizes the I+ dialing pattern and knows to request an authorization code
before completing the call. This process enables our telecommunications department to bill the individual
caller for his/her toll charges. If a new type of toll call is introduced (in the fonn of a CPP service) that does
not use the same type of numbering scheme as toll calls under the North American Numbering Plan, our
PBX will be unable to identify the call and request the authorization code we need to bill the toll to the
cost-causing party.

We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisite to the implementation
of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But this kind of notification by itself would not protect our
institution from unauthorized CPP calls. A student or employee can hear the notification, but the institution
will never be able that student or employee for his/hcr charges. Without some means to screen and block
calls, it will take very little time for our campus population to learn that "free" calls can be made to CPP
numbers, the cost of which will ultimately be borne by the IIlinois College of Optometry. Even a small
percentage of calls made to CPP numbers would have a direct and immediate impact on our already
constrained budget

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views on how large
instimtions might control the level of unauthorized CPP calls. We have considered the many options
available and have consistently supported the numbering solution advocated by ACUTA in its written

10fl
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comments and oral presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient, cost effective, and administratively
simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP calls is by assigning one or more identifIable
Service Access Codes to CPP numbers. With very little effort, and at almost no cost, our PBXs could be
programmed to recognize the designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are programmed to
recognize the numbering patterns of other chargeable calls. The SAC solution would also save our
institution the considerable expense and disnJption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with costly, next
generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without identifiable numbering.

As a nonprofit educational institution, we are always concerned when we face the prospect of
uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus, wireless telephones have become increasingly
popular, particularly with students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood ofunrecoverable costs
associated with CPP calls is well placed. Given the re-allocation of financial responsIbility caused by CPP,
the importance of enabling subscribers to block, or track, CPP calls is undeniable. The Commission would
best serve the public interest - and accommodate the needs of educational institutions such as ours - by
assigning a unique SAC to all CPP numbers. We appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our
views on this matter, and we look forward to the successful implementation ofCPP in a matter that will
take into account the needs of all affected parties.
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Mr. Michael K. Powell
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 97-207: Calling Party Pays Service Offering in the
Commercial Mobile Radio Services

Dear Commissioner Powell:

I am Bill Gruszka, Director of Telecommunications at Oswego State University of
New York. As a member of ACUTA: the Association of Telecommunications
Professionals in Higher Education, Oswego State has closely followed the
Calling Party Pays ("CPP") rulemaking proceeding and strongly supports the
positions expressed in ACUTA's comments. Like many ACUTA members, we
are a non-profit educational institution deeply concerned that without appropriate
safeguards, CPP will expose our University to significant financial liability that
would undermine our ongoing effort to provide educational services.

Oswego State University of New York currently has nearly 8,000 students and
1,000 employees. With an extensive telecommunications infrastructure
accessible to such a large number of student and employee users, we face the
very real threat of uncontrollable, unauthorized CPP calls.

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from extensions in
campus buildings that are routed through a centralized PBX controlled by the
telecommunications department. Our existing PBXs can easily be programmed
to block, or track call detail for, a variety of calls, such as toll ("1 +") calls (which
will bill for) and calls to pay-per-call services (Le., calls to "900" numbers, which
we block), based on the unique numbering schemes associated with these types
of calls. For example. when a student places a long distance call from hislher
dormitory room, the PBX requests an authorization code before completing the
call. This process enables our telecommunications department to bill the
individual caller for his/her toll charges. If a new type of toll call is introduced (in
the form of a CPP service) that does not use the same type of billing as toll calls
scheme (i.e. different rate plans, roaming charges etc.) we will not be able to
accurately rebill the calling party at the time the call is placed. Given the
transient nature of our students (a normal 25% turnover annually) the caller may
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not be part of our system by the time the bill is received on campus. This is
especially true for calls placed near the end of the semester.

We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisite to the
implementation of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But this kind of
notification by itself would not protect our institution from unauthorized CPP calls.
A student or employee can hear the notification, but the institution will never be
able to bill that student or employee for his/her charges. Without some means to
screen and block calls, it will take very little time for our campus population to
learn that "free" calls can be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will
ultimately be borne by Oswego State. Even a small percentage of calls made to
Cpp numbers would have a direct and immediate impact on our already
constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views
on how large institutions might control the level of unauthorized CPP calls. We
have considered the many options available and have consistently supported the
numbering solution advocated by ACUTA in its written comments and oral
presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient, cost-effective, and
administratively simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP calls is
by assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("SACs") to CPP
numbers. Wrth very little effort, and at almost no cost, our PBXs could be
programmed to recognize the designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way
that they are programmed to recognize the numbering patterns of other
chargeable calls. The SAC solution would also save our institution the
considerable expense and disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with
costly, next-generation equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without
identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational institution, we are always concerned when we face
the prospect of uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus,
wireless telephones have become increasingly popular, particularly with
students. Thus, our concern about the likelihood of unrecoverable costs
associated with CPP calls is well placed. Given the re-allocation of financial
responsibility caused by CPP. the importance of enabling subscribers to block, or
track, CPP calls is undeniable. The Commission would best serve the public
interest -- and accommodate the needs of educational institutions such as ours -­
by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP numbers. We appreciate the opportunity
to offer the Commission our views on this matter, and we look forward to the
successful implementation of CPP in a manner that will take into account the
needs of all affected parties.
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February 10, 2000

Mr. Michael K. Powell
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 97-207: Calling Party Pays Service Offering in the Commercial
Mobile Radio Services

.. ,.,

Dear Commissioner Powell:

I am Bill Gruszka, Director of Telecommunications at OswegQStia_University of New
York. This year I am also serving as Chair of the Telecommunicatiolis~bfficer's
Association (TOA) for the State University of New Vort< (SUNY)Sy~tefri. TOA
represents the 64 SUNY campuses, which include 71.,000 faculty and~taff and over
360,000 students. We all have unique Telecommunications needs but all share the
problem of recharging calls made by users ofourlelephone systems~ ,

As a memb~sof ACUTA: the Association of Telecommunications Profes.$.ionals in
Higher Education,. the campuses of the SUNY System hav9~losely folloWed the
Calling P~rtyPays ("CPP")rulemaking proceeding and strongly.suppottsJhe
positions expressed in ACUTA's comments. Like many ACUTA member's.;we are
non-profit educational institutions deeply concerned that without approp~ate
safeguards,CPP will expose ourcampuses to significant financial liability that would
undermine our ongoing effortt~ provide educational services. Witn e~nsive
tel~ommunicationsinfrastructuresaccessible to such large numbe,rsbf student and

. employee users, wefaee the very real threat of uncontrollable, unauthorized CPP
calls. ' .

Currently, students and employees place telephone calls from extensions in campus
buildings that are routed through centralized PBXs (or CENTREXs) . controlled by
the telecommunications departments. Our existing PBXs can easnybeprogrammed
to block, or track call detail for, a variety of calls, such as toll ("1+") caUs(whichwjJI'
bill for) and calls to pay-per-call services (i.e., calls to "900" numbers, whichwe·;,,' .
block), based on the unique numbering schemes associated with these typeS·of,.
calls. For example, when a student places a long distance call from his/her
dormitory room, the PBX requests an authorization code before completing the call.
This process enables our telecommunications department to bill the individual caller
for his/her toll charges. If a new type of toll call is introduced (in the form of a CPP
service) that does not use the same type of billing as toll calls scheme (Le. different
rate plans, roaming charges etc.) we will not be able to accurately rebill the calling
party at the time the call is placed. Given the transient nature of our students (a
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normal 25% turnover annually) the caller may not be part of our system by the time
the bill is received on campus. This is especially true for calls placed near the end of
the semester.

We agree that verbal notification to calling parties is a critical prerequisite to the
implementation of CPP in a way that protects consumers. But this kind of notification
by itself would not protect our institution from unauthorized CPP calls. A student or
employee can hear the notification, but the institution will never be able to bill that
student or employee for his/her charges. Without some means to screen and block
calls, it will take very little time for our campus population to learn that "free" calls can
be made to CPP numbers, the cost of which will ultimately be borne by Oswego
State. Even a small percentage of calls made to CPP numbers would have a direct
and immediate impact on our already constrained budget.

We understand that the record before the Commission reflects a range of views on
how large institutions might control the level of unauthorized CPP calls. We have
considered the many options available and have consistently supported the
numbering solution advocated by ACUTA in its written comments and oral
presentations in this proceeding. The most efficient, cost-effective, and
administratively simple way to deal with the problem of unauthorized CPP calls is by
assigning one or more identifiable Service Access Codes ("SACs") to CPP numbers.
With very little effort, and at almost no cost, our PBXs could be programmed to
recognize the designated CPP SAC(s) in exactly the same way that they are
programmed to recognize the numbering patterns of other chargeable calls. The
SAC solution would also save our institution the considerable expense and
disruption of replacing the PBXs we have in use with costly, next-generation
equipment that could distinguish CPP calls without identifiable numbering.

As a non-profit educational institution, we are always concerned when we face the
prospect of uncertain or uncontrollable external costs. On our campus, wireless
telephones have become increasingly popular, particularly with students. ThUS, our
concern about the likelihood of unrecoverable costs associated with CPP calls is well
placed. Given the re-allocation of financial responsibility caused by CPP, the
importance of enabling subscribers to block, or track, CPP calls is undeniable. The
Commission would best serve the public interest - and accommodate the needs of
educational institutions such as ours -- by assigning a unique SAC to all CPP
numbers. We appreciate the opportunity to offer the Commission our views on this
matter, and we look forward to the successful implementation of CPP in a manner
that will take into account the needs of all affected parties.

Illi m r . a
Chair, Telecommunications Officer's Association for SUNY


